Overview of Environmental Directives

Kevin O6Connell, Teagasc Forestry Adviser
Northeast Forestry Group KTG, Kells, 20 ™ August 2025

cﬁogosc

Acricurture anp Foop DeveLopmMENT AutHORITY



Environment

AThe study of ecology investigates how plants and animals (including
humans) live and interact with each other and their environment

AForest Biodiversity is everything that grows & lives in & around a forest
e.g.. Soil, plants, animals, shrubs, trees etc.

AA group of plants and animals living together is known as a community
AThe place where hbitagy il i ved is their

AA community and a habitat together form an ecosystem



What are European Union Directives?

AA Directive is a legislative Act of the EU which requires member
states to achieve a particular result, without dictating the means
of achieving that result

ADirectives normally leave member states with a certain amount
of leeway as to the exact rules to adopt



EU Environmental Directives

A Habitats Directive
A Birds Directive
A Water Framework Directive

A Sustainable Use Directive (SUD)

A National forestry programme design in accordance with EU law



EU Habitats Directive (92/43 EEC)

AConservation of natural habitats and/of wild
fauna and flora

AProtect 220 habitats & 1000 species listed in annexes
AAnnex 1 - habitats

AAnnex 2 i Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)
AAnnex 37 Species needing strict protection

AAnnex 4 i restriction on taking species from the wild



Blanket Peats

Found in areas of high
rainfall

AWestern Counties
AMountain areas




Raised Peats - Midlands



Woodlands

ANative Woodland
AConiferous High Forest
AParkland
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Natura 2000 Sites
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SAC - Special Area of Conservation

National Parks & Wildlife Service (January 2010).
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EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC)

AConservation of wild birds and their habitats

AFormation of Special Protection Areas (SPA)



Red listed birds in Ireland

Birds of Conservation Concern in Ireland 2020-2026

Red-list species (high conservation concern)

Breeding Breeding continued Wintering continued
Quail Ring Ouzel
Groy Partridg >

Red Grous

yiRammer

Passage Breeding and Wintering
Turtie Dove Eider
Balearic Shoarwatoer Common Scoter
Curiew Sandpiper Pochard
Shoveler
Razorbill Wintering Oystorcatcher
Barn Owl Bewick's Swan Golden Piover
Goiden Eagle Long-tailed Duck Lapwing
White-tailed Eagie Velvet Scotor Curliew
Red Kne Goldenaye Dyniin
Kostrol Scaup Snipe
Wood Warbloer Stavonian Grabe Redshank

Source: Birdwatch
Ireland & RSPB

giving For more information, please see Gilbert G, Stanbury A and Lowis L (2021), “Birds of Conservation
Concem in Ireland 2020 -2026". Irish Birds 9. 523 - 544

nature
: The categorisation of species as breeding, wintering etc. refers 1o the populations against which BoCCl
0l8] a home Sidwatchieland  iiqia wore spplied
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A Barn Owl
A Hen Harrier

A Chough
A Curlew




Some Amber
List Birds

A Great Crested Grebe
A Kingfisher

A Peregrine Falcon

A Willow Warbler
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Impact of SPA
e.g. Hen Harrier
Sites

An Roinn Tithiochta,
Rialtais Aitinil agus Oidhr
Department of Housing,
Local Government and Her

Forest Service is not
issuing any further
afforestation licences
within the six breeding
Hen Harrier SPAS

Disturbance
operations restricted
during nesting season

Timber Felling

Timber loading at
roadside

Mechanical cultivation

Forest road
Construction

Driving of fencing posts

Any other operation
deemed by Forest
Service as a
disturbance (noise)

Restrictions will be
set out in Felling
Licence




Natura 2000 Sites
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SPA - Special Protection Area
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Natura 2000

ASpecial Areas of Conservation (SAC) and Special Protected
Areas (SPA) form a network of protected sites across the EU
called Natura 2000



Natura 2000 Sites
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SAC - Special Area of Conservation
SPA - Special Protection Area

National Parks & Wildlife Service (January 2010).
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Water Framework
Directive 2000/60/EC

A Requires member states to _to protect
their water quality including rivers,
lakes, estuaries, coastal waters and
ground waters and their dependant
wildlife/habitats

A Includes preparation of River Basin
Management Plan (RBMP) every 6 years,
]:I_'heI_R dMP 2022-2027 currently’being
inalize

2022 - 2027

Prepared by the Department of Housing. Local Government and Henitage
www.gov.ie/housing




Potential impact
of Forestry on
Water Quality

Siltation
Eutrophication

Physical alteration of
habitats

Changes to water levels
and/or flow




Forests for Water

FT2 Forests for Water Q ganve Tree Area (NTA)

Plant along >n Unplanted aquatic
watercourses buffer zone

Break the Source to : Source
Receptor pathwayTt
intercept & filter
potential field runoff
into watercourse

Teagasc Presentation Footer 22



Protecting aquatic zones with water set  -backs

Teagasc Presentation Footer




Site cultivation 1 mitigating
siltation risks

Teagasc Presentation Footer




Harvesting - avoiding risk of watercourse siltation

Hydrological
connectivity -
creating a
pathway from a
harvesting rack
to a stream




Pre-harvest - identify relevant watercourses/drainage
channels

26 Teagasc Presentation Footer



